"BUT   THOUGH  WE.  OB  AN  ANGEL   FROM  HEAVEN, PREACH   ANY 
PTHEB   GOSPEL   UNTO    YOU    THAN    THAT   WHICH    WE 

HAVE  PREACHED  UNTO  YOU, LET  HIM  BE  ACCURSED  "«/^« 
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ERHOR— TRl  .Til— SCRIPTURE. 


BY   DAY-VID. 

Error — "The    way    is    dark,      the     path      is 
clouded  o'er, 
Thou  cans't  not  know  the  perfect  plan  of 
lite; 
'Tis  only  understood  by  men  of  lore, 
With  knowledge,   wit  and  worldly  wisdom 
rife." 

Truth— "Attend  thine  ear,  the  Plan  has  been 
revealed: 
We  have  the  Light,  the  Truth,  the  shining 
way ; 
'Tis  only  to  the  blind  it  is  concealed. 
The    righteous    it    will    lead    to    brighter 
day." 

Error— "Content  thyself,  thou  need  not  suf- 
fer here — 
There're    many    ways   and    either   one    will 
do- 
Just  join    the  sect   you   like   and   never   fear 
But   what  you   will   this  life  pass  sweetly 
through." 

Truth— "Nay!  All  that  will,   in  Jesus,  godly 

live. 

Must    suffer   persecution,    scorn    and    hate; 

There's   only   One.    who   can    salvation   give; 

One  straight  and  narrow  way  to  Heaven's 

gate/' 

Error— "'Tis   all    a    mystery,    we    have    no 

need. 
Of  prophets,   seers,   or  revelations  new; 
The   canon   now   is   full;   enough's   received; 
Just  pay  your  preacher,   he  will  guide  you 
through." 

Truth— "Apostles,  Prophets,  Blessings  as  of 
yore, 
Are  needed  in  the  Church  of  Christ  today; 
To    perfect   Saints   of   God,    the    World    wide 
o'er. 
And  keep  them  in  the  straight  and  narrow 
way." 

Scripture— "My  tongue  shall  not  be  mute,  or 
soul  be  dumb; 
I    come    to    vindicate    Truth's    righteous 
cause, 
For  Error,   thou  art  blindly   in   the   wrong — 
Thou    tightest    'gainst    the    Father's    holy 
laws. 

And  Error,  vain  deceiver,  thou  Shalt  fall. 
While  righteousness  and  peace  shall  reign, 
supreme; 
Our  blessed  Savior,   rule  as  King  of  all; 
The    Saints    he    sanctified;    the    earth    re- 
deemed." 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


Elder  E.  L.  Pomeroy. 


"God  give  us  men 
A  time   like  this   demands. 

Strong  minds,   great   hearts: 
True  faith,  and  ready  hands!" 

—Holland. 
Good  men  are  required  in   all   the  vo- 
cations of  life — in  the  workshop,  on  the 


farm,  in  the  legislative  halls,  the  judi- 
ciary chambers,  or  the  pulpit — they  are 
wanted  everywhere.  He  whose  glad- 
some features  adorns  this  week's  Star 
is  counted  by  all  who  know  him  a  good 
man,  and  of  the  number  for  whom  the 
call  comes,  "Wanted  every  hour."  Born 
in  the  quiet,  peaceful  little  town  of 
Paris,  Bear  Lake  county,  Idaho,  May 
19,  1S7G,  of  goodly  parents — his  father, 
Francis  M.,  having  been  forced  from 
his  home  in  Missouri  by  wicked  niobo- 
crats — the  early  part  of  our  brother's 
life  wjris  spent  ou  the  farm,  where  he 
was  instilled  with  those  traits  and  char- 
acteristics   which    go    to    make    up    the 


ELDER  E.  L.   POMEROY. 
President  of  the  East  Tennessee  Conference 

lives  of  good  men  and  good  women. 
While  he  was  quite  young  his  patents 
moved  to  Arizona,  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  in  that  territory,  and  his  father 
assisted  in  constructing  the  Mesa  City 
Canal.  Until  the  age  of  fifteen  he  lived 
in  the  frontier  town  of  Mesa,  attending 
the  district  school  and  assisting  his 
mother  (the  father  having  died  when 
Elder  romeroy  was  only  eight  years  old ) 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  family. 

When  only  sixteen  years  old  he  at- 
tended the  Maricopa  Stake  Academy — 
his  brief  sojourn  here  giving  him  a  stim- 
ulus and  sharpening  his  desires  for  study 
in  the  Brigham  Young  Academy,  which 
was  realized   iji  1S97,     Owing  to  una- 


voidable circumstances,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  forego  his  aspirations  for  the 
completion  of  his  education,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year  he  drove  by 
team  from  Provo  City,  Utah,  to  Mesa 
City,  Arizona,  intending  to  return  in  the 
fall  and  continue  his  work  at  school. 
When  he  reached  home  he  received  a 
call  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  apply  "his 
talents  in  performing  a  mission  in  the 
Southern  States.  His  brother,  F.  T. 
Pomeroy,  had  just  returned  from  a 
mission  in  Mississippi,  where  he  had 
labored  for  some  three  years  for  the 
cause  of  truth,  and  the  two  met  in  Salt 
Lake  City — the  one  having  performed  an 
honorable  mission  in  the  South,  and  the 
other  (R.  L.  Pomeroy)  ready  to  go  forth 
with  a  fixed  determination  of  doing  like- 
wise. 

A  little  over  two  years  ago — April  lfith. 
1898 — he  arrived  at  Chattanooga,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  Florida  Conference. 
Here  he  labored  with  diligence  and  en- 
ergy— baptizing  many  honest  souls  into 
the  fold  of  the  Oood  Shepherd.  In 
February,  1000,  he  was  called  to  leave 
the  Florida  Conference,  and  when  Elder 
John  Peterson  was  released  Elder  Pom- 
eroy was  given  the  affairs  of  the  East 
Tennessee  Conference  in  charge.  He 
says:  "I  have  had  more  real  joy  and 
satisfaction  in  these  last  two  years  than 
T  have  ever  experienced  before  in  mv 
life." 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued  from  page  102.) 

November.  1896. 

The  usual  tranquility  of  our  Mission 
was  somewhat  disturbed  during  (be 
month.  The  spirit  of  mohocraey  which 
announced  in  hellish  glee  its  mission 
among  those  striving  to  serve  the  Lord. 
No  lives  were  lost,  but  great  persecution 
was  waged  against  the  Eblers.  Their 
success  in  spreading  the  truth  among 
mankind  had  assumed  such  gigantic  pro- 
portions as  to  force  Satan  to  greatly 
manifest  his  powers.  About  noon  of  the 
fith  inst.  some  1.r>0  armed  horsemen 
passed  the  school  house  near  the  Carter 
settlement,  about  seven  miles  west  of 
Live  Oak.  Fla..  headed  toward  Mr.  Geo. 
Carter's,  where  Elder  John  A.  West  lay 
almost  dying  unon  his  bed,  heinsr  nursed 
bv  Elders  W.  G.  Fisher  and  T.  F.  Was- 
den.  Learning  of  the  mob's  intention 
p.s   they   passed   the   school   house,   little 
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Mamie  Carter,   12  years  of  age,  made  a 

short  cni  through  the  fields  and  woods, 
reaching  her  home,  about  a  mile  (lis- 
i.ini,  gome  three  minutes  before  the  mob 
arrived;  bruised,  brier  scratched  and 
well  m^ii  exhausted,  she  sounded  the 
danger  signal. 

Elder     West     was     very     low     ami     hail 

jnsi  dropped  off  into  a  fainting  spell 
ithrsr  spells  had  been  coming  on  him 
frequently,  always  leaving  him  very 
weak).  The  excitement  aroused  him. 
The  Elders  at  mice  dedicated  themselves 
In  (Jnil  and  COoly  prepared  to  meet  the 
worst — let  it  be  life  or  death.  The  mob 
was  met  at  the  gate  by  Mrs.  Carter  and 
her  brave  daughter,  Hat  lie,  who  sternly 
refused   them  admittance.     The  outlaws 

threatened  the  women,  hut  to  00  pur- 
pose: in  no  uncertain  language  the  two 
heroines  said:  "If  you  pass  through  this 
gate    you    shall     walk       over    our       dead 

bodies."  At  the  suggestion  of  Elder 
West,  the  three  leaders  of  the  gang 
were  admitted  to  his  room.  By  his  cool, 
gentle,  but  impressive,  determined  man- 
ner, Elder  West  succeeded  in  melting 
their  hearts— they  left  the  room  blessing 
him,  while  their  eyes  were  filled  with 
tears. 

The  purposes  of  Satan  were  defeated 
for  a  short  time,  but  soon  arose  to  for- 
mer bitterness.  Mob  meetings  were  held 
in  different  parts  of  the  county.  It  was 
openly  avowed  that  "Mormonism  must 
be  uprooted,  cost  what  it  may."  Whisky 
was  provided  by  outside  parties,  and  be- 
came a  factor  in  the  outlawry.  There 
appeared  in  the  "Florida  Banner,"  a 
heretofore  friendly  paper,  the  following 
notice: 

"To  the  People  of  Suwanee  County: 

"All  the  good  citizens  of  the  county 
that  are  opposed  to  "Mormonism'  re- 
maining in  their  midst  are  requested  to 
meet  at  the  old  Wilson  mill  on  Tuesday, 
the  Sth  of  December,  at  0  o'clock,  for 
the  purpose  of  stamping  it  out." 
(Signed)  CRACKER. 

Commenting  editorially  upon  their  ac- 
tions. W.  E.  Whitfield  encouraged  the 
mob  proceedings,  characterizing  them  as 
very  orderly  and  conservative.  Elder 
W.  G.  Fisher  wrote  Gov.  Thomas  L. 
Mitchell  at  Tallahassee.  Fla.,  relating 
to  him  the  proceedings  in  full,  giving 
the  names  of  thirty  or  forty  leading 
mobocrats,  and  praying  for  protection. 
A  communication  of  similar  import  was 
addressed  to  the  Governor  from  the 
Chattanooga  office.  The  gubernatorial 
reply  came  from  his  private  secretary, 
D.  Lang,  stating  in  substance  the  dis- 
turbance was  one  which  the  local  au- 
thorities must  deal  with  according  to 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  Florida: 
when  they  had  exhausted  their  power  to 
quell  any  disturbance,  and  upon  their 
report  of  the  fact  to  the  Governor,  the 
state  would  come  to  their  assistance, 
not  before.  As  the  proposition  appears 
to  us.  our  Elders  and  Saints  must  first 
be  hounded  down,  whipped,  beaten,  then 
hung,  at  which  juncture  the  state  will 
come  to  our  assistance,  cut  the  ropes 
and  hold  an  inquest  over  the  dead 
bodies.     O,  what  perfidy! 

With  a  view  of  averting  some  danger. 
Elder  West  was  moved  by  wagon  about 
seven  miles  to  the  house  of  Brother  Red- 
ding, near  Live  Oak  Station.  Th-  move 
was  made  in  secrecy  at  night,  while  his 
condition  was  so  serious  as  to  necessi- 
tate sending  the  following  telegram  by 
Elders   Fisher  and  Wasden: 

"President  West  is  very  low;  we  fear 
it  is  serious." 

The   month    closed    the    mob   agitation 
still  active,  but  no  fatalities  to  record. 
(To   be    continued.) 


THE  DARK  AGES. 


HY    A.    AKUOWK.MITII. 

I  Continued  from  page  l<>.'(.i 
THE     NINETEENTH      CENTDBY 

opened  with  Europe  tilled  with  strife  and 
war;  men  toiled  to  burn  each  other's 
cities,    to    waste    each    other's    fields    and 

destroy  each  other's  lives.  Napoleon 
was  in  the  zenith  of  his  powi  r.  and  notfa 

ing  less  than  the  subjection  of  the  world 
would  satisfy  his  rapacity.  His  turbu- 
lent spirit  was  not  conquered  until  af- 
ter the  battle  of  Waterloo,  1815,  when 
he  was  banished  to  the  Isle  of  St.  Hel- 
ena, dying  in  the  year  1N21.  The  career 
of  this  man  reeked  with  blood,  and  war. 
with  its  ravaging  influence,  extended 
from  the  far  north  to  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean:  from  the  confines  of 
Asia  in  the  east,  to  the  Atlantic  in  the 
west;  in  some  places  could  be  heard  the 
shouts  of  victory,  in  others  the  wails  of 
defeat. 

While  the  above  was  transpiring  in 
Europe,  the  new  world,  America,  was 
resting  in  tranquility,  looking  from  afar 
with  serene  neutrality  upon  the  throes  of 
war  abroad.  Eventually  England  adopted 
high-handed  and  offensive  methods 
to  obtain  sailors  for  her  navy,  using  the 
"press  gang"  and  searching  American 
vessels,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations. 
America  naturally  resented  such  pro- 
ceedings, and  trouble  arose  between  the 
two  countries.  These  troubles  and  griev- 
ances could  have  been  easily  adjusted, 
but  America  and  England  were  too  an- 
gry to  be  reasonable,  and  war  was  de- 
clared in  the  year  1812.  England  was 
so  embroiled  in  the  Napoleonic  troubles 
at  home  that  she  could  spare  scarcely  3,- 
(HMI  men  for  the  defense  of  her  posses- 
sions in  this  country;  in  consequence,  the 
British  force  in  America  was  principally 
composed  of  Canadian  militia  and  volun- 
teers, which  were  sadly  defeated  at  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans.  This  war  lasted 
about  two  and  a  half  years,  when  terms 
of  peace  were  satisfactorily  arranged. 
An  era  of  peace  and  industry  was  ush- 
ered in,  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals 
of  the  human  family,  when  the  forces  of 
modern  civilization  began  to  work,  and 
a  dawn  of  light,  hitherto  unprecedented, 
shone  upon  the  world. 

From  the  time  of  the  invention  of 
printing  to  the  year  1814,  scarcely  any 
improvement  had  been  made  in  the  press: 
it  had  been  a  rude  machine,  printing,  at 
its  best,  scarcely  150  copies  per  hour. 
This  was  still  universally  in  use,  while 
now  we  have  machines  that  print  25,000 
copies  per  hour.  In  consequence  of  this, 
books  and  papers  have  become  very 
cheap  and  are  at  present  within  the  reach 
of  all. 

This  spirit  of  invention  operated  upon 
George  Stephenson,  who,  in  the  year 
1814,  practically  demonstrated  the  feasi- 
bility of  his  locomotive.  In  the  year 
1825  he  operated  a  locomotive,  carrying 
passengers  and  traveling  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-nine  miles  per  hour,  which  was 
a  wonderful  innovation  and  a  marvelous 
disseminater  of  intelligence. 

Robert  Fulton,  in  the  year  1807,  built 
the  "Clermont,"  the  first  practical 
steamboat,  and  started  up  the  Hudson, 
greatly  startling  the  natives,  who 
thought  the  devil  was  at  the  helm,  it  be- 
ing beyond  their  comprehension  to  see 
vessels  operating  against  wind  and  tide; 
it  was  too  miraculous  to  their  under- 
standings, whereas  in  the  present  days 
of  inventions  and  electricity,  nothing 
shocks  or  appears  at  all   marvelous. 

Such  were  some  of  the  forces  at  work 
in  the  early  part  of  this  century:  forces 
which  were  bringing  the  human  family 
to  a  high  state  of  civilization. 


Let    us    now    examine    the      religion! 

state    of    the    world    and    see    if    theology 

has  kept  pace  with  the  general  advance- 
ment. We  must  bear  in  mind  thai  we 
are  approaching  the  year  of  jubilee, 
1830,  the  termination  of  the  1,260  years 
of  darkness,  which  has  covered  the 
earth,  discussed  in  the  first  article  from 
the  prophecies  of  Daniel  and  John  the 
Rcvclator. 

We  still  find  hundreds  of  jarring  sei  ts. 
all  tenacious  of  their  own  ideas  and  bil 
terly  denouncing  one  another,  howbeit, 
all  of  them,  being  without  the  least  de- 
gree of  authority.  If  we  admit  the 
claims  of  these  sects,  their  creeds  are 
only  the  crystalized  ideas  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  age  that  gave  them  birth. 
For  example,  the  Roman  Catholics  did 
not  depend  on  revelation,  nor  even  upon 
the  Scriptures,  but  wholly  upon  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Fathers.  In  other  words, 
the  rule  of  faith,  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 
was  the  conflicting  ideas  of  men— often 
ill-informed  and  superstitious — who  lived 
during  the  period  of  darkness,  until  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  creed  of  Luther 
is  simply  his  own  uninspired  ideas.  In 
like  manner  the  Presbyterian  faith  is 
but  the  reflex  of  the  doctrines  taught  by 
Knox.  Likewise  Methodism  and  Qua- 
kerism are  but  the  products  of  zealous 
reformers  of  the  past.  In  fact,  all  the 
isms  extant,  that  were  known  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century  and  that  are 
known  to  this  day,  are  entirely  behind 
the  times,  non-progressive  and  unfit  for 
the  coi|uderation  of  advanced  thought. 
An  up-to-date  religion  is  needed;  this 
earnest,  active,  thinking  period  demands 
a  religion  that  has  life  end  power  in  it. 

The  cold  formalism  of  the  narrow, 
contracted,  long-faced,  hypocritical  sec- 
tarian, does  not  fill  the  bill.  This  is  at- 
tested to  today  by  the  fact  that  infidel- 
ity is  growing,  and  the  empty  churches 
show  that  their  systems  are  failures  and 
are  going  to  pieces. 

In  the  midst  of  this  strife  and  confu- 
sion in  the  theological  world,  a  youth 
was  born  on  the  23rd  of  December, 
1805,  in  Sharon,  Windsor  county,  Ver- 
mont, whose  subsequent  life  has  proven 
him  to  be  the  most  remarkable  person- 
age that  has  graced  the  earth  since 
Jesus.  He  was  born  of  humble  parent- 
age, living  in  poverty,  amid  pastoral 
scenes,  among  the  pioneers  of  the  new 
world.  When  fifteen  years  old.  he  was 
much  concerned  about  his  soul's  salva- 
tion. He  was  living,  at  this  time,  with 
his  parents,  in  the  town  of  Manchester, 
N.  Y..  where  a  religious  revival  was  in 
progress.  It  was  a  joint  affair:  the 
Methodists,  Preshyteriaus  and  Baptists 
all  taking  part.  This  boy  was  unable  to 
decide  which  sect  to  join;  thinking  of 
course  their  systems  were  all  of  God: 
never  suspecting  for  a  moment  that  they 
were  all  wrong,  devoid  of  inspiration 
and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God. 
The  only  question  with  him  was,  which 
sect  shall  I  join?  who  has  the  most 
truth?  Incidentally,  coming  across  the 
passage  in  James,  where  it  says.  "If  any 
of  you  lack  wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God, 
that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  up- 
braidetfa  not,  and  it  shall  be  given  him," 
he  became  impressed,  having  great  faith 
in  this  promise.  The  result  of  this  faith 
was  that  he  went  in  secret  to  the  re- 
cesses of  a  wood  adjoining  his  father's 
farm,  and  there,  in  humility,  on  a  beau- 
tiful spring  morning,  while  all  nature  re- 
joiced, this  youth  importuned  his  Father 
in  Heaven  for  light.  He  relates  a  re- 
markable circumstance,  which  in  this 
age  of  scepticism  and  man-made  relig- 
ions, seems  incredible.  He  says  the 
Father  and  the  Son  appeared  unto  him. 
and    gave    him    advice    and    instruction, 
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telling  him  that  the  various  faiths,  dog- 
mas and  isms  were  not  acceptable  to 
God,  that  they  drew  near  to  Him  with 
their  mouths  and  with  their  lips  hon- 
ored Him,  but  their  hearts  were  far 
from  Him;  furthermore,  he  was  told  to 
unite  himself  with  none  of  them,  for 
"they  teach  for  doctrine  the  command- 
ments of  men.  having  a  form  of  godli- 
ness, but  they  deny  the  power  thereof." 

After  the  hundreds  of  years  of  dark- 
ness, the  heavens  are  opened,  commu- 
nication is  restored,  God  again  speaks; 
what  a  glorious  circumstance.  The 
youth  relates  his  vision,  and  naturally 
his  story  is  not  believed;  he  is  cast  out, 
derided  and  spoken  evil  of,  being  looked 
upon  with  discredit,  as  a  foolish  vision- 
ary boy.  His  good  sectarian  friends  (?) 
tell  him  the  days  of  revelation  ceased 
when  the  Apostles  died,  that  no  such 
things  as  occurred  in  the  Bible  days  are 
possible  in  this  age  of  enlightenment, 
and  that  they  are  done  away  with.  His 
story  was  rejected  and  considered  ridic- 
ulous and  preposterous  by  all;  but  in  the 
face  of  all  his  opponents  he  continued  to 
affirm  that  he  had  seen  a  vision.  In  the 
fall  of  1823  this  youth,  who  was  then  in 
his  eighteenth  year,  declared  that  while 
in  bed,  in  answer  to  prayer,  he  was  vis- 
ited on  three  separate  occasions  in  one 
night  by  an  angel.  The  angel  gave  him 
much  instruction  regarding  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Gospel  dispensation,  which 
he  should  be  the  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  God  of  restoring  to  mankind.  He  also 
spoke  of  a  Divine  record,  which  was 
hid  up  in  the  earth,  which  contained  the 
everlasting  Gospel,  being  also  a  brief 
history  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  western 
hemisphere,  prior  to  its  invasion  by  Cor- 
tez  and  discovery  by  Columbus.  The 
ground  where  this  record  laid  was  shown 
in  a  vision  and  the  youth  was  instructed 
to  meet  this  angel,  each  successive  year, 
on  this  sacred  spot,  until  September, 
1827,  when  the  record  was  given  him. 

The  young  man.  who  was  then  twenty- 
two  years  old,  declares,  and  it  has  been 
fully  attested  and  corroborated  by  eye- 
witnesses since,  that  the  book  consisted 
of  golden  plates,  and  the  writings  were 
after  the  order  of  the  Egyptian  hiero- 
glyph. This  book  was  translated  into 
the  English  language  and  for  sale  in  the 
year  1829.  It  is  a  remarkable  record, 
and  goes  by  the  name  of  the  "Book  of 
Mormon."  This  young  man  was  named 
Joseph  Smith,  and  the  angel's  name  was 
Moroni,  the  son  of  a  man  named  Mor- 
mon, who  lived  on  this  continent  some 
1.500  years  ago.  This  record  had  been 
hid  by  Moroni  while  he  lived  in  the 
flesh,  and  he  had  charge  and  care  of  it, 
until  its  delivery  into  the  hands  of  the 
boy  Joseph  Smith. 

The  youth  further  declares  that  John, 
the  one  who  is  called  the  Baptist,  came 
and  delivered  upto  him,  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands,  the  keys  of  the  Priest- 
hood, which  was  after  the  order  of 
Aaron.  Subsequently  the  Melchisedek 
priesthood  was  restored,  and  every  key, 
ordinance  and  law  constituting  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  taught 
by  Him  in  Judea.  The  above  events 
were  not  done  in  a  corner,  but  have  been 
attested  to  by  hundreds,  yea,  thousands, 
of  honest  men,  who  today  declare  the 
truths  which  this  young  man  has  left  on 
record.  These  men  positively  know, 
without  doubt,  that  the  thing  called 
"Mormonism"  is  of  God  and  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  the  Gospel  of  Jesus, 
which  has  been  off  the  earth,  "driven  in 
the  wilderness"  for  1,260  years,  and  re- 
stored through  the  power  of  God  and 
angels,  in  this  "the  dispensation  of  the 
fullness  of  times,"  in  fulfillment  of  the 
words  of   John   where  he   savs,   "And    I 


saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of 
heaven,  having  the  everlasting  Gospel 
to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred, 
and  tongue,   and   people."   Iliev.   11-0.) 

The  revelations,  visions  and  wonders 
pertaining  to  these  latter  day  mysteries 
are  strictly  scriptural,  and  fully  corrob- 
orated by  the  Word  of  God — the  Bible — 
as  every  honest  investigator  has  fully 
proven  to  his  satisfaction  and  delight. 
Joseph  Smith,  as  a  Prophet  of  God,  or- 
ganized the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  on  the  0th  of  April, 
in  the  year  1830.  The  progress,  perse- 
cution and  march  of  the  church,  from 
that  day  to  the  present  time,  indelibly 
stamp  it  as  a  perfect  organization  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  It  is  in  line  with  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  progressive,  up-to- 
date  and  in  accordance  with  ancient 
prophecies. 

For  a  concise  history  of  the  above 
events,  I  would  refer  you  to  number 
seven  of  this  volume,  page  49,  "Sketch 
of  the  Life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,"  by  Apostle  M.  P.  Cowley. 

As  this  closes  the  "Dark  Ages,'  or  pe- 
riod of  1,200  years,  which  fulfills  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel  and  John  the  Bev- 
elator,  as  described  in  the  first  article 
of  this  series,  it  would  perhaps  be  bet- 
ter to  throw  a  little  light  on  the  subject, 
and  show  what  God  has  wrought  since 
the  establishment  of  His  Gospel  in  the 
year  1830,  up  to  the  present  time. 
(To    be    concluded.) 


GLEANINGS. 


To  his  many  friends  here  in  the  south, 
Elder  Charles  R.  Spencer,  of  Randolph, 
Rich  county,  Utah,  sends  best  wishes. 
He  closes  his  letter,  written  to  us  of  recent 
date,  as  follows : 

Though  my  lot  is  not  cast  (personally) 
among  the  Elders  of  the  south,  still  with- 
in my  mind  are  thoughts  and  fond  recol- 
lections of  the  Elders  and  friends  of  the 
Southern  States  Mission,  especially  of  the 
South  Alabama  Conference.  May  the 
hand  and  promise  of  God  ever  be  with 
His  servants,  and  aid  them  in  this  glo- 
rious work,  that  His  purposes  may  be 
brought  about. 

Elder  William  T.  Jack,  for  some  time 
president  of  the  Southwestern  States 
Mission,  with  headquarter.)  at  St.  John. 
Kansas,  has  been  released  to  return 
home,  and  Elder  James  G.  Duffin,  of 
Toquerville,  Utah,  now  laboring  in  Texas, 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Elder 
Duffin  is  the  senior  president  of  the 
Ninth  quorum  of  Seventy. 

During  the  past  week  Elders  F.W.  Kar- 
ren.  R.  R.  Humpherys,  Charles  McNeil 
and  Thomas  S.  Karreu,  who  are  laboring 
in  the  city  of  Jackson,  Tenn.,  have  been 
doing  much  good.  They  have  been  hold- 
ing street  meetings  with  much  success. 
To  be  sure  they  have  met  opposition, 
and  that  in  an  un-American-like  way.  At 
the  close  of  one  of  their  meetings  a  few 
nights  ago,  eggs  were  showered  upon 
them.  They  did  not  expect  to  have  bo- 
quets  thrown  at  them,  inasmuch  as  they 
preach  such  an  unpopular  doctrine,  yet 
eggs  were  unexpected.  An  appeal  to  the 
chief  of  police  was  of  an  encouraging  na- 
ture, and  let  it  be  said  to  his  credit,  he 
promised  them  protection.  He  assured 
them  if  he  could  find  the  guilty  parties, 
they  would  be  punished.  The  leading  cit- 
izens of  the  town  feel  grieved  that  such 
a  thing  should  happen  within  their  com- 
munity. The  street  meetings  will  be  con- 
tinued. These  four  brethren  have  been 
busy   as  the   following  report   will   show : 

Two  hundred  families  visited.  120  fami- 


lies revisited,  400  tracts  and  dodgers 
distributed,  144  books  sold,  24  of  which 
were  O.  P.  works,  14  meetings  and  200 
gospel  conversations. 


Releases  and  Appointments. 

Releasee. 

Brigham  Clegg,  North  Kentucky  Con- 
ference. 

W.  J.  Ure,  North  Kentucky  Confer- 
ence. 

Appoint  m  e  lit  n. 

Ohio  Conference — Silas  S.  Smith,  Jr., 
A.  G.  Haskell,  Wilbur  Sowards,  John 
Banks,  R.  E.  Skinner,    Levi  Dunn. 

Virginia — Francis  Childs,  I.  D.  Massey. 

North  Alabama  Conference — J.  S. 
Brown,  J.  R.  Poulson,  George  Davis. 
George   R.   Lyman. 

East  Tennessee  Conference — W.  R. 
Bybec,  W.  W.  Selck,  Jr.,  I).  A.  Brinton. 
J.  E.  Follett. 

Middle  Tennessee— A.  N.  Allied,  J.  W. 
Lewis,  Jr. 

South  Alabama  Conference — Theodore 
Marteneau,   J.   D.   Frankland. 

Transfers. 

C.  O.  Cherry  from  Georgia  to  Ohio 
Conference. 


Oratory. 

Senator  Hoar's  reference  to  Aguinaldo 
and  his  associates  as  belonging  to  a  race 
that  "handed  down  to  us  the  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  the 
poetry  of  David,  the  eloquence  of  Isaiah, 
the  wisdom  of  Solomon  and  the  profound 
philosophy  of  Paul,"  would  be  exquisite- 
ly funny,  had  it  not  been  made  in  the 
legislature  of  a  great  nation,  during  the 
discussion  of  a  most  serious  question. 
Under  the  circumstances  it  must  be 
characterized  as  a  grotesque  attempt  at 
hiding  a  grim  falsehood  under  a  brilliant 
cover  of  oratorical  flowers.  Someone 
might  with  as  much  reason  compare  the 
Russian  Laplanders  to  the  race  that  gave 
us  the  Bible. 

Aguinaldo  is,  by  all  accounts,  a  Ta- 
galo  with  Spanish  blood  in  his  veins. 
The  race  that  gave  us  the  Scriptures 
were  neither  Tagals  nor  Malays,  but 
Shemites.  These  were  the  leaders  of 
civilization  through  many  centuries,  and 
it  was  during  their  golden  age  that  they 
produced  the  poetry  of  David,  the  elo- 
quence of  Isaiah  and  the  wisdom  of  Sol- 
omon. 

A  legitimate  use  of  oratory  is  to  im- 
press a  truth,  to  illustrate  an  argument 
and  to  rouse  sentiment  in  favor  of  that 
which  is  good  and  noble,  but  to  use  it  for 
the  purpose  of  concealing  the  shallowness 
of  the  water  and  induce  people  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  depth  where  there  is 
nothing  but  mud,  though  very  frequently 
done,  is  nevertheless  reprehensible.  It 
has  no  effect  on  thinking  people  but  to 
render  them  suspicious  of  being  imposed 
upon.  A  public  speaker  should  first  be 
sure  that  he  has  the  truth  to  present, 
and  then  do  it  without  recourse  to  the 
tricks  of  the  orator. — Deseret  News. 


Let  Tomorrow  take  care  of  Tomorrow, 
Leave  things  of  the  future  to  fate: 

What's  the  use  to  anticipate  sorrow. 
Life's  troubles  come  never  too  late. 

—Swain. 


Man  is  glorious  and  happy  not  bv 
what  he  has,  but  by  what  he  is. — Chan- 
ning. 

The  laws  are  most  numerous  when  the 
state  is  most   corrupt. — Tacitus. 


We  take  no  note  of  time  but  from  its 
loss. — Young. 


Until   the   end   shall   charity   endure. 
Churchill. 
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Saturday,  April  28,  1900. 
ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Hia  Soot 
Jelua  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

8.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  Tor  their  own 
eins,  aud  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  te  the  laws  aod  ordi- 
nances of  the  GoBpel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
(he  Gospel  are :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins  ,  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  fo:  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
jbost. 

6.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  he  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  io 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Paatore, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
Is  translated  correctly ;  we  bIbo  believe  the  Booh  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  doea 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictatea  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  alt 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  beingaubject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

IS.  sWe  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  thingB,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
fovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  a/bar  thee* 
«.ir»._10S>:PH  SMITH. 


USE     NOT     VAIN     REPETITIONS. 


An  exchange  has  the  following : 
"Inability  to  lead  in  prayer  cannot  be 
pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  neglecting  family 
prayer.  For  eyen  a  youth  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen years  can  sit  down  and  write  a  prayer 
to  use  in  the  family  circle.  It  may  not  be 
ornate  or  elegant,  but  it  vill  be  acceptable 
in  the  ears  of  the  Lord. 

We  are  at  once  reminded  of  what 
Christ  said  about  vain  repetitions,  as 
contained  in  the  writings  of  St  Matthew 
0 :7-8.  "But  when  ye  pray  use  not  vain 
repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do :  for  they 
think  that  they  shall  be  heard  for  their 
much  speaking.  Be  not  ye  therefore  like 
unto  them  ;  for  your  Father  knoweth  what 
things  ye  have  need  of,  before  ye  ask  him." 


There  are  but  very  few  copies  of  the 
bound  volume  of  the  Star  left.  Those 
desiring  to  make  this  desirable  addition 
to  their  libraries  should  not  delay  in 
sei>ilh«*  in  their  order.  Sent  on  receipt 
or.ft1.75. 


'IT  IS  WIUTTEN." 


Having   gone   down    into   the   waters   of 

baptism  in  obedience  to  the  Divine  will 

in  His  Father,  and  in  order  to  set  I  lie 
children  of  men  an  example  which  all 
should  follow;  the  worthy  Lamb  of  Hod 
was  "led  up  hi'  the  spiriL  into  the  wilder- 
ness,"  where  lor  "forty  days  and  forty 
nights,"  lie  lasted  and  prayed  that  He 
might  lie  tutored  in  His  ministry,  aud  re- 
ceive sircnglh  Io  overcome  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  evil  one.  When  the  tempter 
came  lo  Him,  aud  said,  "If  thou  be  the 
Son  of  God,  command  that  these  stones 
lie  made  bread;"  Jesus  answered,  "It  is 
written,  man  shall  not  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedelh 
out  of  the  mouth  of  Clod."  Again,  when 
the  evil  niie  told  Him  Io  cast  Himself 
down  from  Ihc  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 
lie  replied,  "It  is  written,  thou  shall  not 
tempt  the  Lord  thy  Hod."  Still,  a  third 
time  did  the  wicked  Lucifer  seek  to  en- 
trap the  immaculate  Savior  and  once 
more  was  the  vain  deceiver  rebuked  with, 
"It  is  written  thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou 
serve."  Thus  we  see,  that  in  all  the  evil 
desires  aud  requests  of  the  adversary,  he 
was  rebuked  aud  his  purposes  thwarted 
by  a  "It  is  written  ;"  or  in  other  words, 
the  written  word,  the  Holy  Scriptures 
were  quoted  by  the  Redeemer  to  silence 
and  overthrow  the  wicked  designs  of  Sa- 
tan. 

Last  week  we  received  an  article,  head- 
ed "Mormonism  in  Illinois,"  published  in 
the  editorial  columns  of  the  South  oaro- 
lina  Baptist,  dated  March  13,  1900.  This 
article  teemed  with  malicious  misrepre- 
sentation, and  the  uujust  conclusions  of 
the  author  displays  the  fact  that  he  was 
seething  with  splenetic  hate  for  the  people 
he  ridiculed  and  reviled.  The  same  kind 
of  argument  was  manifest  in  tu.s  attack, 
as  that  engaged  in  by  almost  all  who 
undertake  to  expose  "Mormonism,"  vile 
abuse,  calumny,  and  scandal ;  the  same 
material  was  used,  wherewith  to  tear 
down  as  is  usually  employed  for  that 
purpose — false  histories,  common  report, 
and  "they  say  so,"  but  never  once,  "It 
is  written."  No,  the  one  whose  brain 
conceived  aud  whose  pen  inscribed  this 
article,  "Mormonism  in  Illinois,"  totally 
neglected  or  entirely  forgot  the  Divine 
way  of  answering  opponents,  but  as  such 
we  have  never  arrayed  ourselves.  We  are 
not  opposed  to  any  man,  class  of  men.  sect 
or  denomination,  but  to  error,  vice,  wick- 
edness and  evil,  wheresoever  it  may  be 
found.  Against  these  by  the  help  of  God. 
we  wage  a  righteous  warfare.  Don't  you 
think,  dear  brother,  whoever  you  may  be 
that  composed  this  article  under  discus- 
sion, that  at  least  you  should  manifest 
as  much  respect  for  "Mormonism"  as 
you  erroneously  term  it,  as  did  your  xie- 
deemer  for  the  evil  one,  i.e.,  with  a  "It 
is  written,"  when  you  want  to  explode 
its  doctrines,  and  annihilate  its  advocates. 
If  you  ie  a  Christian,  then  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  Master,  emulate  His  Di- 
vine example ;  otherwise  you  forfeit  your 
right  to  the  honored  title  of  Christian, 
and  by  your  actions  belie  the  utterances 
and  profession  of  your  lips.  You  have 
your  Guide  Book — the  Holy  Bible :  you 
deny  latter-day  revelation,  and  say: 
"The  canon  of  scripture  is  full ;"  therefore 
if  you  are  earnest  in  your  declarations, 
you,  of  necessity,  must  go  to  the  book  of 
your  instruction  and  confession,  and 
from  its  sacred  page  condemn  those  whom 
you  wish  to  oppose.  The  moment  yotr 
depart  from  the  lids  of  your  Bible,  and 
resort  to  other  works  for  proof  and  evi- 
dence,   that    moment    you    reject    the   ex- 


ample of  Jesus  aud  discredit  the  Holy 
Look  you  claim  to  believe  in.  Now,  dear 
brother,  whenever  you  lake  ttpou  your- 
self lo  join  the  Philistines  of  these  lust 
days  in  snapping  uL  the  beeli  of  Qod's 
chosen     vessels,     the    "Mormon        ESlderS," 

give  us  a  little  of  the  "law  and  the  testi- 
mony," for  we  hunger  after  righteuosness 

and  trnl h. 

In  conclusion  we  will  quote  a  few  lines 

which  are  written  by  inspiration  of  Hud, 

and  are  proliluble  for  doctrine,  for  re- 
proof, for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness:  "That  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  iinlo 
all  good  works  (II  Tim.  3:16,17).  Jude 
says:  "There  shall  be  mockers  in  the 
last  time  *  *  *  having  not  the  spirit" 
(Jude  IS,  lit).  Again,  "With  all  thy 
getting  get  iniderlsanding"  (,1'rov.  4:7)  ; 
and  further:  ".Make  straight  paths  for 
your  feel,"  (Heb.  12:13),  "that  we  may 
be  delivered  from  reasonable  and  wicked 
men;  for  all  men  have  not  failh"  (II 
These.  3:2).  These  are  a  very  few  of  the 
written  words  of  God,  therefore,  let  every 
one  take  heed ;  for  when  God  speaks  let 
every  one  give  ear,  aud  let  the  sous  of 
men  hasten  to  obey.  Willi  Shakespeare 
we  would  say  :  "O,  while  you  live,  tell 
truth,  and  shame  the  Devil,"  ever  being 
able  to  support  the  stand  you  have  taken 
with,  "It  is  written." 


A    HEEDLESS     GENERATION. 


Through  revelation  and  the  teachings 
of  God's  holy  writings,  we  are  taught 
that  the  many  gifts  and  blessings  en- 
joyed by  the  ancients  can  be  enjoyed  to- 
day, by  obedience  to  laws  divine.  If 
the  Gospel  be  the  same,  the  Holy  Spirit 
the  same,  why  not  such  manifestations 
follow  true  believers?  One  of  the  pow- 
ers which  the  Spirit  clothes  man  with 
is  prophecy.  Today,  in  the  world,  can 
be  seen  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  traveling 
two  by  two.  They  go  from  city  lo  city, 
village  to  village,  crying  "Repent  ye  ere 
judgments  shall  overtake  all  who  heed 
not  the  message  of  truth."  If  these  men 
be  of  God,  then  they  are  guided  in  what 
they  proclaim  unto  the  people.  "If  any 
man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles 
of  God;"  and  such  things  as  arc  spoken 
by  true  servants  will  be  unto  the  people 
as  binding  upon  them  to  obey.  Often, 
while  preaching,  Elders  predict  certain 
things  which  must  come  to  pass.  They 
prophesy,  not  with  their  own  wisdom, 
but  as  moved  upon  by  the  Spirit.  But 
a  short  time  ago  an  Elder  in  this  South- 
ern mission,  told  the  people  undei  the 
sound  of  his  voice  that  unless  the  laws 
of  heaven  were  obeyed,  unless  they  re- 
pented and  were  willing  to  bow  to  God 
in  humble  obedience,  great  destruction 
would  be  visited  upon  them.  Time 
journeyed  on  and  little  thought  of  the 
prediction  made  was  maintained  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  One  day  came  a 
most  unwelcome  visitor,  heralded  by  the 
voice  of  a  humble  Elder,  but  unexpected 
by  a  non-repentant  people.  How  the 
winds  did  blow  and  howl,  the  waters 
bound  forward  and  all  nature  seemed  to 
be  enraged.  Railroad  tracks,  bridges, 
houses,  and  all  the  handiwork  of  puny 
man,  were  piled  in  a  confused  and  intri- 
cate mass.  Then  fear  filled  the  hearts 
of  many,  and  "O,  Lord!  Lord!  spare  us!" 
must  have  been  their  thoughts.  While 
some  would  attribute  the  great  destruc- 
tion to  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  yet 
there  are  those  who  thought  it  only  a 
natural  occurrence.  In  the  hardness  of 
their  hearts  they  will  not  repent,  prefer- 
ing  to  continue  in  worldly  ways.  "But 
as  the  days  of  Noah  were,  so  shall  also 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be.     For 
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as,  in  the  days  that  were  before  the 
tluod  they  were  eating  and  drinking, 
marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,  until 
the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark. 
And  knew  not  until  the  flood  came,  and 
took  them  all  away;  so  shall  also  the 
coming  of.  the  Son  of  Man  be."  This 
righteous  man  preached,  plead,  and  la- 
bored with  the  people  of  his  day,  six 
score  years;  praying  to  God  to  aid  him 
in  his  labors.  Day  after  day  rang  out 
his  voice,  yea  even  did  his  very  tools, 
used  in  building  the  ark,  sound  forth  a 
warning  voice,  "Repent,  ye  ungrateful 
children!"  He  was  laughed  at,  and  per- 
haps called  a  fanatic,  suffering  much 
abuse,  yet  he  would  not  falter,  he  could 
pot  fail,  for  God  had  sent  him  on  this 
errand  of  love.  Many  people  today  will 
not  listen  to  the  voice  of  God,  sounded 
by  the  Elders,  they  will  not  heed  the 
voice  of  the  elements. 

"And  again,  the  Lord  shall  utter  His 
voice  out  of  heaven,  saying,  Hearken, 
O  ye  natious  of  the  earth,  and  hear  the 
words  of  that  God  who  made  you. 

"O,  ye  nations  of  the  earth,  how  ofteii 
would  I  have  gathered  you  together  as 
a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  but  ye  would  not? 

"How  oft  have  I  called  upon  you  by  the 
mouth  of  my  servants,  and  by  the  min- 
istering of  angels,  and  by  mine  own 
voice,  and  by  the  voice  of  thunderiugs, 
and  by  the  voice  of  lightnings,  and  by 
the  voice  of  tempests,  and  by  the  voice 
of  earthquakes,  and  great  hailstorms, 
and  by  the  voice  of  famines  and  pesti- 
lences of  every  kind,  and  by  the  great 
sound  of  a  trump,  and  by  the  voice  of 
judgment,  and  by  the  voice  of  mercy  al! 
the  day  loug,  and  by  the  voice  of  glory 
and  honor,  and  the  riches  of  eternal  life, 
and  would  have  saved  you  with  an  ever- 
lasting salvation,  but  ye  would  not?" 
How  long  will  you  scorn  the  service  of 
love,  the  advice  proffered  you  by  mine 
anointed?  Will  you  not  realize  that 
every  knee  shall  bow  and  every  tongue 
confess?  Woe  unto  those  who  heed  not 
the  commandments  of  a  wise  Creator. 
The  servants  of  God  will  continue  to  cry 
"Repentance"  until  the  Lord  shall  say 
enough.  They  will  continue  in  the  labor 
Qf  love  until  all  the  honest  shall  be  gath- 
ered into  the  fold,  yes,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  sow  seeds  of  righteousness  and 
strive  to  trample  out  the  tares  of  world- 
ly wickedness. 


Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.,  President  Rich 
returned  to  Chattanooga,  having  been 
absent  in  the  West  for  the  last  few 
weeks.  He  brings  with  him  a  message 
of  love,  from  the  Living  Oracles,  to  the 
Elders,  Saints  and  friends  of  the  Sunny 
South. 


Literature,  medicine,  law  and  other 
occupations  are  cramped  and  hindered 
for  want  of  men  to  do  the  work,  not  for 
the  work  to  do.  If  you  wish  to  test  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  hunt  up  a  first- 
class  editor,  reporter,  business  manager, 
foreman  of  a  machine  shop,  mechanic, 
or  an  artist  ^n  any  branch  of  industry, 
and  try  to  hire  him.  You  will  find  him 
already    hired.  If    you    need    idlers, 

shirkers,  half-instructed,  comfort-seek- 
ing editors,  lawyers,  doctors  and  me- 
chanics, apply  elsewhere.  They  are 
plentiful.— Mark  Twain. 


Henry  Ward  Beecher  recognized  that 
the  audience  was  not  to  blame  if  it  got 
sleepy  during  his  discourse.  It  is  re- 
ported that  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
Plymouth  Church  he  said  to  his  sexton: 
"If  you  see  anyone  asleep  in  the  con- 
gregation, go  straight  to  the  pulpit  and 
wake  up  the  minister." 


Southern  States  Mission. 

Deseret  News. 

Elder  Ben  E.  Rich  leaves  the  city,  this 
evening  on  his  return  to  the  Southern 
States  mission,  over  which  he  has  pre- 
sided for  some  time  with  signal  ability 
and  success.  During  his  visit  here  the 
subject  of  the  commissary  department, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  a  feature 
of  that  mission,  has  beeu  investigated  by 
the  general  authorities  of  the  church, 
and  being  iu  excellent  condition  and 
necessary  to  the  financial  welfare  of  the 
mission,  it  has  received  their  approval. 

From  the  office  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
the  elders  laboring  in  the  southern  states 
are  able  to  obtain  supplies  in  the  shape 
of  clothing  of  all  kinds,  traveling  equip- 
ments, books,  tracts,  etc.,  specially  adapt- 
ed to  the  respective  localities  where  they 
are  called  to  labor,  and  these  are  fur- 
nished at  the  lowest  possible  rates  with 
a  small  margin  of  profit  which  is  used 
to  sustain  the  mission.  The  funds  thus 
obtained  render  it  possible  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  mission  without  encroach- 
ment upon  the  tithing,  and  a  considera- 
ble amount  in  cash  has  been  forwarded 
to  headquarters  recently. 

There  has  been  some  misapprehension 
in  reference  to  this  department  of  that 
mission,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  state  that 
while  it  is  essential  to  the  financial  suc- 
cess of  the  missiou,  no  elder  is  compelled 
or  required  by  the  president  to  obtain 
anything  whatever  from  that  source.  The 
brethren  are  left  perfectly  free  in  this 
respect,  to  obtain  such  supplies  as  they 
may  need  from  any  quarter  they  choOso. 
However,  it  seems  clear  from  the  condi- 
tions surrounding  the  Southern  States 
mission,  that  the  elders  called  to  labor 
there  should  obtain  clothing  specially 
suited  to  the  peculiar  climate  of  that 
part  to  which  they  may  be  assigned,  of 
the  very  extensive  country  embraced  in 
the  mission.  In  some  parts  warm  cloth- 
ing is  required,  iu  other  parts  it  would 
be  a  positive  burden  and  detriment.  In 
the  summer  time  in  the  warmer  districts 
alpaca  suits  are  the  rule,  and  anything 
heavier  becomes  a  discomfort  and  a 
source  of  disease.  All  Elders  who  are 
called  on  missions  to  the  Southern  States 
are  advised  to  put  themselves  in  com- 
munication with  the  office  at  Chatta- 
nooga, before  they  invest  in  supplies  for 
their  journey. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  of  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  management  of 
the  commissary  department  in  theSouth- 
ern  States  mission,  and  also  the  labors  of 
the  Elders  throughout  that  wide  and 
varied  field  of  operations.  The  work  is 
prospering  there,  and  Elder  Rich  returns 
with  the  blessing  of  the  presiding  author- 
ities, and  with  prospects  of  still  further 
advancing  the  cause  of  truth  among  the 
people  in  the  various  conferences  under 
his  supervision.  The  missionaries  there 
have  performed  a  noble  work,  and  the 
power  of  God  has  been  abundantly  man- 
ifested in  their  preservation,  and  in  the 
outpouring  of  His  spirit  as  a  consequence 
of  their  efforts  to  spread  the  gospel.  May 
they  continue  to  enjoy  their  work  and 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  fruits  of 
their  labors! 


The  Girl  With  a  Face  Like  Her  Mother's. 

I  saw  them  in  the  car  not  so  very  long 
ago — this  girl  and  her  mother. 

There  could  he  no  mistake  in  the  rela- 
tionship, the  likeness  was  too  great. 
Seated  opposite,  I  made  mental  notes  of 
the  resemblance,  and  yet  marveled  at  the 
difference ;  not  in  complexion,  but  ex- 
pression. 

The  girl's  hair  was  light,  with  gleams 
of  gold  in  it;  in  the  mother's  hair  the 
gold  had  given  place  to  gray. 

Both  had  low  foreheads,  from  which 
the  parted,  uncurled  hair  rolled  simply 
back ;  suiting  as  well  the  pure  outlines 
of  the  oval  girlish  face  as  it  did  tlie 
quiet  look  of  self-forgetfulness  that 
marked  the  mother's. 

The  girl's  eyes  were  blue — blue  like 
the  sky  ;  and  shaded  by  long;  dark  lashes 


that  added  to  their  beauty ;  they  looked 
out  at  you  with  keen  and  searching  pow- 
er ;  the  mother's  eyes  had  lost  their  vivid 
blue,  their  sharp  directness,  but  from 
their  placid  depths  beamed  forth  a  ray 
of  love  for  all; 

The  girl's  eyes  asked  the  questions  of 
life;  did  you  but  look  into  the  mother's, 
you  would  fiud  the  answer  written  there. 

Such  they  were  when  I  saw  them  in 
the  car — mother  and  daughter — like  and 
yet  so  unlike. 

Through  all  the  girl's  being  runs  the 
joy  of  living;  iu  her  mind  dwells  the 
thought  of  her  faith  iu  herself,  and  her 
power  to  dare  and  to  do;  while  deep  in 
her  heart,  unnoticed  as  yet,  sleeps  her 
faith  in  God. 

The  mother's  joy  consists  in  having 
lived  and  learned  life's  lesson. 

"Thou  shalt  trust  the  Lord  thy  God." 
Therein  lay  the  secret  of  the  difference 
in  expression. 

As  I  looked  at  the  girl  I  felt  so  happy 
for  her.  Shall  I  tell  you  why?  Life  gave 
such  promise  for  her;  she  did  uot  realize 
what  it  all  meant,  but  she  felt  no  fear. 
Far  iu  the  future,  I  saw  the  means  by 
which  God  would  change  that  strength 
of  purpose  she  started  with,  into  knowl- 
edge of  Him;  others  coming  into  her  lite, 
would  take  away  its  selfish  motive;  trials, 
through  those  whom  she  loved,  would 
cause  her  to  turn  from  herself  to  God  for 
aid. 

Did  I  question  the  outcome?  Not  one 
bit.  For  I  knew  by  the  way  her  mother 
looked  at  her  that  out  of  the  mother's 
heart  rose  this  daily  prayer:  "God  grant 
that  she  may  do  Thy  will,  iu  Jesus' 
name." 

And  ever  as  she  toils  along  from  day 
to  day  aud  year  to  year,  she'll  see  again 
that  look  of  love,  she'll  hear  again  her 
mother's  prayer,  "God  grant  that  she 
may  do  Thy  will  iu  Jesus'  name." 

And  doing  His  will,  she  will,  truly  be 
the  girl  with  a  face  like  her  mother's. 

ELEN   W. 


Abstracts  trom  Correspondence. 

Gig,   Va. 
Dear  Brother. 

I  would  like  to  have  a  few  lines  in  the 
Star  to  express  my.  feelings  in  regard  to 
the  Gospel.  I  have  been  a  reader  of  the 
Star  over  twelve  months.  I  am  thankful 
to  my  Heavenly  Father  that  I  live  in 
this  day  and  age,  and  h"ve  the  true  plan 
of  salvation.  Since  I  have  been  a  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  I-  have  enjoyed  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  guide  me  in  the  proper  way. 
I  know  and  testify  to  the  world  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  Prophet  of 
God.  I  remain  your  sister  iu  the  Gos- 
pel, S.  A.  Daniel. 

The .  Southei;n  Star. 

To  the  honest  in  heart  it  is  very  plain 
that  the  Elders  who  travel  iu  the  world, 
representing  the  Latter-day  Saints,  are 
messengers  of  light,  love  and  peace.  To 
me  it  is  very  plain  that  the  Gospel  they 
preach  is  true.  I  enjoy  reading  God's 
word,  penned  by  inspiration,  by  those 
who  are  pleasing  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  May  the  work  ever  grow  and 
prosper.  For  the  benefit  of  my  sister, 
who  is  ill,  I  crave  an  interest  in  the  faith 
and  prayers  of  the  Saints. 

J.    H.    GOLDICE. 


When  a  man  has  "ho  good  reason  for 
doing  a  thing,  he  has  one  good  reason 
for  letting  it  alone.— Walter  Scott. 

People  seldom  improve  when  they 
have  no  other  model  than  themselves  to 
copy  after.— Goldsmith. 

Hell  is  more  bearable  than  nothing- 
ness!—Bailey. 
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j     Unbelief  in  the  Promises  of  the  Lord.     [ 

WESTERN  STANDARD,  FEBRUARY  7  1857. 


One  of  the  most  cheering  promises  given 

eby  Hie  Lord  lo  His  people,  is,  that  what- 
soever they  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
nothing  doubling,  shall  lie  granted  unto 
them.  Tins  promise,  given  by  a  Being  of 
perfect  truth  and  illimitable  power,  who 
lias  the  will  and  ability  to  grant  whatso- 
ever is  asked  of  Him  aright,  ought  lo  lill 
Hie  hearts  of  His  people,  to  whom  it  is 
given,  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  cheer 
them  in  the  midst  of  all  their  trials  and 
sufferings.  It  has  this  effect  with  those 
who  have  kept  His  commandments,  as 
they  soon  obtain  the  knowledge,  which 
John  said  the  ancient  Saints  received, — 
that  whatsoever  they  asked,  they  received 
of  Him,  because  they  kept  His  command- 
ments. If  they  asked  anything  accord- 
ing lo  His  will,  He  listened  to  and  granted 
it.  Everything  connected  with -the  his- 
tory of  God's  dealings  with  man 
proves  that  the  Lord  always  was 
a  Being  who  heard  and  answered 
prayer,  and  granted  unto  His  people  every 
desire  of  their  heart  in  righteousness. 
And,  if  He  is  an  unchangeable  being,  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever,  we  can 
rest  assured  that  He  will  as  willingly  listen 
to  the  cries  of  those  who  seek  Him  today 
as  He  ever  did.  This  is  one  of  the  great- 
est points  of  difference  between  the  Lat- 
ter-Day Saints  and  the  so-called  Christian 
world.  The  Latter-Day  Saints  believe 
that  the  Almighty's  power  is  unrestricted, 
that  He  can  and  will  bestow  every  bless- 
ing upon  those  that  diligently  seek  Ilirn 
today  as  much  as  He  would  eighteen, 
twenty  or  forty  centuries  ago, — that  His 
arm  is  not  shortened  that  He  cannot 
save,  neither  His  ear  heavy  that  He  can- 
not hear;  but  that  He.  prcsideth  over  the 
affairs  of  the  children  of  men  and  dis- 
penseth  His  gifts  and  blessings  unto 
them  according  to  their  faithfulness  in 
seeking  Him,  as  much  as  He  ever  did. 

Believing  that  Jesus  meant  what  He  said 
when  He  told  His  disciples  that  what- 
soever they  should  ask  the  Father  in  His 
name  it  should  be  granted  unto  them, 
and  that  He  did  not  mean  it  to  be  confined 
to  them  alone,  but  intended  it  as  a  reliable 
promise  to  His  disciples  in  every  age,  the 
Latter-Day  Saints  have  all  confidence  in 
asking  the  Lord  to  bestow  upon  them 
the  wisdom  and  knowledge,  the  gifts 
and  power  which  were  enjoyed  by  the 
people  of  the  Lord  in  ancient  days.  Be- 
cause they  do  this  they  are  ridiculed  and 
condemned  by  the  Christian  world. 

Christendom  practically  assert,  by  their 
teachings  and  course,  that  they  look  upon 
the  Lord  as  a  changeable  being — a  being 
who  is  a  respector  of  persons.  For  they 
assert  that  the  gifts,  power,  wisdom  and 
knowledge  that  were  attainable  to  the 
people  of  the  first  century,  and  readily 
bestowed  by  the  Almighty  upon  them, 
must  not  be  sought  for  by  the  present 
generation,  as  they  are  not  for  them,  and. 
therefore,  cannot  be  obtained.  If  they 
did  not  affect  to  be  the  people  of  God, 
and  made  no  pretensions  to  keep  His 
commandments,  such  assertions  and  ideas 
as  they  at  present  advance  *  would  be 
perfectly  proper:  but  while  on-tending 
lo  keep  the  commandments  of  Cod  and 
to  be  His  accepted  people,  they  are  mon- 
strous and  anti-Christian,  and  clearly 
show  that  Christendom  does  not  view  God 
as  a  Being  the  same  yesterday,  today  pod 
forever,  and  who  will  bestow  upon  His 
people  in  every  age  the  gifts  and  bless- 
ings of  His  gospel  without  partiality. 
Instead  of  their  teaching  mankind  that  I  he 
Lord  will  bestow  upon  them  whatsoever 
they  ask  in  righteousness,  they  teach  them 


thai       there       are       bul  few       things 

that  they  can  obtain  -that  the 
Lord  is  not  so  favorably  inclined 
lo  this  generation  as  He  was 
to  former  ones.  The  consequences  are, 
doubt,  gross  darkness  and  unbeliel  have 
increased  from  generation  to  general  ion, 
unlil  men  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
I hai  the  Lord  does  nol  concern  uunseli 
about  sublunary  affairs,  and  they  can  do 
almost  as  they  please  without  any  fear 
of  interference  from  Him.  These  doc- 
trines have  tilled  Hie  world  with  aposlacy, 
have  divided  mankind  into  numberless 
sects  and  parlies,  and  made  the  earth 
a  pandemonium.  Apostate  Christen- 
dom, through  the  press  and  from  the 
pulpit,  has  unhesitatingly  and  unblush- 
ingly  proclaimed  that  God  will  not  reveal 
Himself  or  His  will  unto  man  m  this 
generation.  This  assertion,  ministers, 
professedly  Christian,  will  not  scruple  lo 
support  with  the  most  sophistical  argu- 
ments, and  they  will  do  it,  too,  with  the 
Bible  in  their  hands,  the  Buok  which  gives 
the  lie  direct  to  such  teachings,  being  re- 
plete with  promises  and  covenants,  made 
by  the  Lord  Himself,  that  He  will  reveal 
Himself  and  His  will  to  those  who  dili- 
gently seek  Him. 

That  we  do  not  misrepresent  the  teach- 
ings of  the  popular  ministers  of  the  pres- 
ent day,  when  we  state  that  (hese  are 
their  doctrines,  every  individual  who  is 
in  the  least  .acquainted  with  their  creeds 
and  systems  must  know.  Should  it  be  a 
cause  of  wonder,  then,  that  darkness 
abounds,  and  that  faith  in  the  promises 
of  God  and  His  ability  to  fulfill  them, 
is  stifled?  Let  a  man  go  to  a  modern 
Christian  minister  and  inform  him  that, 
being  in  doubt  in  relation  to  the  command- 
ments he  ought  to  obey  and  the  church  he 
ought  to  join,  he  had  gone  to  the  Lord 
believing  the  promises  He  had  given  in 
His  word,  and  had  asked  Him  to  reveal 
His  will  unto  him  and  the  Lord  had 
done  so  by  a  uream,  by  vision,  by  open 
manifestation  or  by  any  of  the  ways 
which  lie  has  of  revealing  Himself  unto 
man  ,in  what  manner,  we  ask,  would  his 
statement  be  received  by  such  a  minister? 
He  would  be  horrified  at  the  idea,  and 
would  speedily  caution  the  seeker  after 
truth  to  beware  of  delusion,  as  such  mani- 
festations were  not  given  to  man  now-a- 
days.  What !  the  Lord  inform  a  man 
what  church  he  must  join,  give  him  any 
light  as  to  what  commandments  he  must 
obey,  and  who  possesses  the  authority  to 
administer  them?  Impossible!  The  idea 
is  outrageous !  If  we  let  this  doctrine 
gain  ground  our  craft  is  ended,  for  men 
who  will  take  this  course  will  all  join 
one  church  and  obey  the  ordi- 
nances taught  by  it,  and  then  our 
numberless  systems  aud  sects  will  fall 
to  the  ground!  Acting  upon  these  feel- 
ings, he  spares  no  pains  to  convince  the 
inquirer  that  he  must  not  look  for  such 
things  at  the  present  day  ;  these  blessings 
were  only  conferred  noon  the  people  of 
by-gone  generations.  Vaunting  anout  the 
truth  of  the  Bible,  and  at  the  same  time 
endeavoring  to  persuade  the  people  that 
the  plain  and  unmistakable  promises  con- 
tained therein,  were  not  given  with  the 
intention  of  being  fulfilled  to  men  of  the 
present  day! 

To  us  it  appears  strange  that  men  will 
so  obstinately  close  their  eyes  to  these 
gross  inconsistencies  in  the  teachings  and 
practice  of  the  ministers  of  modern 
Christianity.  For  what  were  these 
promises  given,  if  they  were  not  to  be 
fulfilled    unto    men    when    they    complied 


with  the  conditions  requii  -d  of  them? 
If  man  cannot  rely  upon  them,  how  can  ll 

lie  expected  that  he  can  trust  lo  the  prom- 
ises of  salvation  if  he  should  be  obedient '.' 
The  moment  that  the  attempt  is  made  to 
weaken  the  faith  of  mankind  in  any  par- 
ticular promise,  if  successful,  it  weakens 
their  faith  in  all  the  remaining  promises, 
and  such  individuals  are  on  the  high  road 
lo  infidelity.  When  Jesus  made  the  prom- 
ise, that  whatsoever  His  disciples  asked 
111  Hi--  name  ii  should  be  given  them; 
He  intended  that  they  should  avail  them- 
selves of  it.  When  He  said  I  ha  I  lie  would 
manifest  Himself  unto  them  that  loved 
Him,  lb-  did  not  intend  to  deceive,  or  to 
.-ay  .mi-  thing  ami  mean  another;  but  He 
uttered  the  truth,  upon  the  fulfillment  of 

which  mankind  might,  if  necessary,  rely 
unto  death.  So,  also,  when  the  Lord  said 
through  James,  that  if  any  lacked 
wisdom  they  had  but  to  ask 
Him,  who  giveth  to  all  men  lib 
orally  without  upbraiding,  and  il 
should  In-  given  him,— He  designed  thai 
it  should  be  an  incentive  to  them  lo  seek 
lot-  wisdom  from  Him,  with  the  full  as- 
surance that  I  hey  would  obtain  it.  Were 
men  lo  believe  in  these  promises,  aud  seek 
with  all  their  hearts  lo  oblain  them,  there 
would  not  be  the  confusion  there  is  at 
present  in  matters  of  religion;  but  man- 
kind would  know  what  the  Lord  approved 
and  what  He  condemned,  and  be  prepared 
to  adopt  or  reject,  as  truth  or  error  might 
be  presented  to  them.  This  is  the  great 
characteristic  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus, oras 
it  is  now  called  "Mormonism;"  itpoints 
man  to  these  promises,  and  it  assures  him 
of  ttyah-  full  and/complete  fulfillment  if  he 
will  take  the  proper  course.  The  Latter- 
Day  Saints  have  experienced  their  truth. 
They  know  that  God  heareth  and  answer- 
eth  prayer;  that  He  revealeth  Himself 
and  inakelh  known  His  will  to  those  who 
seek  Him,  and  that  He  bestows  all  the 
gifts  and  blessings  upon  His  people  in 
these  days,  that  were  enjoyed  by  those  of 
former  generations.  Of  this  they  boldly 
and  publicly  bear  testimony.  Is  it  not 
reasonable  and  Scriptural'.'  Who  that 
believes  the  Scriptures,  can  examine  the 
position  taken  by  the  Latter-Day  Saints 
on  these  points,  and  not  be  convinced 
that  it  is  the  only  consistent  and  tenable 
position  that  can  be  assumed?  Or,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  that  is  not  blinded 
by  prejudice,  can  scrutinize  the  belief  of 
Christendom  on  these  doctrines  and  escape 
the  conviction  that  they  are  directly  an- 
tagonistic to  the  word  of  the  Lord? 


Creed  Revision. 

The  storm  raised  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Fr.if.  McGiffert  and  Dr.  Hillis  from 
the  Presbyterian  denomination  threatens 
In  lii-come  a  cyclone.  And  now  the  de- 
mand is  heard  from  all  quarters  for  a 
revision  of  the  creed.  Among  those  in 
favor  of  something  new  is  Rev.  David 
Gregg,  of  Brooklyn,  who  says:  "The 
Presbyterian  church  needs  a  new  and 
simple  creed.  Though  I  am  a  conserva- 
tive Presbyterian,  I  say  that  some  of 
the  items  of  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
on  which  the  Presbyterian  church 
stands,  are  dead."  Another  pastor  says 
he  "abhors  some  statements  in  the  Con- 
fession," and  believes  "there  are  men  in 
the  church  today  as  competent  as  were 
the  men  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago."  Of  course  there  is  some  opposi- 
tion, and  the  question  is  raised  whether 
truth  can  lie  revised,  or  whether  the 
Presbyterian  creed  is  not  tin-  truth?  And 
if  the  creed  can  be  revised,  why  cannot 
the  Bible,  too,  be  revised,  so  as  to  elim- 
inate from  if  what  some  consider  objec- 
tionable? At  any  rate  the  Presbyte- 
rians now  have  enough  questions  on 
hand  to  require  them  to  leave  other  de- 
nominations   alone. — Deseret    News. 
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iWhat  Shall  the  Harvest  Be?! 

^..M...I..i........................................................... ......................... ,.„,^ 


Extracts  from  an  article  prepared  for 
the  Chattanooga  Times  by  Rev.  Marion 
F.   Bam: 

"Do  men  gather  grapes  <i[  thorns,  or 
figs  of  thistlesT"     Matt.  vii:l"!. 

"Behold,  m  sower  wenl  forth  i"  sow.' 
Think  of  iliis:  every  s<mi  thai  conietli 
into  life  is  directly  concerned  with  this 
matter  of  sowing  and  reaping.  The 
whole  of  human  life  is  contained  in  a 
succession    of    seedtimes    and    harvests, 

and   the  whole  trouble  with   the   I an 

family  seems  to  be  its  disinclination  i" 
look  this  fact  squarely  in  the  face.  We 
are  continually  dodging  the  logic  of  this 
truth  and  striving  to  reap  in  the  harvest 
what  we  tliil  not  sow  in  the  seedtime. 
The  human  race  is  constantly  contriving 
.•mil  inventing  ways  to  reap  rich  harvests 
without  sowing  good  seed.  In  fad  the 
theology  of  many  people  seems  to  be  con- 
structed with  this  particular  end  in  view. 
Wo  wish  to  construct  some  vicarious 
atonement  scheme  which  shall  relieve  us 
from  the  necessity  of  reaping  the  fruits 
of  our  sowing  in  kind.  I  am  persuade.] 
that  all  such  theories,  however  nicely  ad- 
justed to  the  sinner's  view,  will  prove 
inadequate  and  disappointing  in  the  end. 

No  man  can  pluck  the  blossom  of  lust 
without     receiving     the     wound     of     the 

I  horn.  "The  sold  that  sinneth,  it  shall 
die."  Why?  Because  sin  is  a  poison 
and  death  is  the  consequence. 

*  *    *    * 

In  nature  there  is  never  the  slightest 
deviation  from  this  law  of  exact  repro- 
duction in  kind.  Husbandmen  know 
when  they  plant  seed  just  what  kind  of 
a  harvest  to  ex] t.  .Man  is  as  vol  igno- 
rant of  the  cause  of  life.  He  cannol 
create  the  life  germ.  But  he  knows  that 
a  fixed  law  governs  the  process  of  this 
life    principle. 

The  losehush  always  hears  roses  and 
the   bramble   hush    always   hears   thorps. 

The  sower  is  absolutely  certain  when 
he  plants  the  vine  and  sows  the  wheal. 
thai  grapes  will  not  grow  on  the  wheat 
stalk  nor  wheat  on  the  grape-vine.  Thus 
be  is  able  to  predict  and  make  ready  for 
the  harvest. 

Obeying   this    fixed    law,   seedmen    arc 

aide  to  cause  plaids  anil  grains  to  repro- 
duce on  higher  planes.  By  careful  atten- 
tion to  reproduction  the  plant  is  induced 
to  bring  forth  a  higher  order  of  flower 
and  seed.  This  result  is  simply  the  effect 
Of  choosing  the  best  seed  from  each  har- 
vest.    We  call  it  cultivation. 

•  *     *     * 

Now  this  law  of  exact  reproduction  in 
kind  is  not  confined  to  the  physical  world. 
It  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  spirit- 
ual life.  Every  soul  in  its  daily  life  is 
a  sower  going  forth  lo  sow.  And  with  as 
much  certainty  as  the  husbandman,  every 
soul  can  predict  and  make  ready  for  the 
harvest. 

This  parable  Of  man's  moral  growth 
was  continually  upon  the  lips  of  .lesus 
"By   their    fruits    ye    shall    know    them." 

II  was  his  favorite  illustration  of  the 
great  law  of  spiritual  development.  "Be- 
hold, a  sower  went   forth  to  sow." 

The  man  who  sows  had  seed  will  reap 
a  hitter  harvest.  "Do  men  gather  grapes 
of  thorns — or  figs  of  thistles?" 

This  is  only  another  way  of  saying 
that  like  produces  like.  Nothing  can  pre- 
vent us  from  receiving  in  kind  wdiat  we 
sow.  If  we  sow  thistles — we  shall  not 
reap  figs.  The  law  of  exact  reproduction 
in  kind  will  give  us  in  the  end.  only  this- 
tles. 

Ts  not  this  a  wise  provision  of  Provi- 
dence? Suppose,  for  instance,  that  when 
we  sowed  wheat,  barley  or  oats  should 
spring  up.  Tf  we  planted  and  nurtured 
a  rosebush  and  should  find  the  blossoms 
only  sunflowers — how  could  we  ever  he 
certain  of  any  result  in  our  labor? 


Thus  in  Hie  general  operation  of  this 
law  we  see  thai  ii  is  designed  tor  man'3 
good.  When,  in  the  toil  of  life  ami  th.- 
sweal  of  our  brows  we  strive  to  wring 
from  the  stubborn  earth  the  sustenance 
thai  is  justl]  ours,  how  blessed  a  thing 
ii  is  thai  nature  is  true  to  this  law.  How 
disastrous  to  life  and  happiness  would  be 
any  break  in  this  method.  Who  coul'i 
picture  the  misery  and  wanl  and  woe  ii 
cur   fields,   planted    ami    cultivated    with 

so  much  care  and  labor,  should,  lor  onh 
one  season,  blossom  and  bring  forth  only 
lares  ami  worthless  grains  in  the  har- 
vest. Some  unwelcome  seed  which  we 
had  not  sown  iii  the  seedtime. 

And  so  the  wisdom  which  ordained 
that  there  shall  he  seedtime  and  harvest 
through  all  time  also  decreed  that  the 
souls  of  men  shall  sow  and  reap  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  same  law. 

"Sow  a  thought,  leap  an  action.  Sow 
an  action,  reap  a  habit.  Sow  a  habit. 
reap  a  destiny."  There  is  the  seedtime 
and  harvest  of  life  contained  in  a  single 
thought. 

*     *     *     * 

Now  most  of  us  doubt  I  his  fait  in  our 
youth.  But  when  we  grow  older  and 
sadly  wiser  we  discover  that  character 
is  formed  in  just  this  way.  Some  wit 
defines  experience  as  "something  that  is 
acquired  after  it  is  too  late  to  make  use 
of   it." 

We  all  find  in  the  later  autumn  of  life 
that  there  was  a  seedtime  in  the  earlj 
spring  of  youth  and  we  were  the  inter- 
ested parties  who  did   the  sowing. 

And  somehow  a  great  many  tares  seem 
to  have  been  mixed  with  the  seed  wheal 
Some  of  us  attempt  to  lay  the  blame 
on  the  cloven-footed  gentleman  who  is 
reported  to  have  ruined  so  many  fine 
fields  of  wheat — but  the  majority  of  us 
arc  ready  to  shoulder  the  responsibility 
for  our  bad  harvests.  We  can'l  accuse 
others  of  slipping  in  while  the  sower  slepl 
and  sowing  lares  in  our  Meld.  Every- 
body is  loo  busy  sowing  his  own  lares 
lo  bother  with  our  s Itiine. 

No.    friends:   these   bitter   lares   which 

we  recognize  in  the  sheaf  are  Hie  same 
old  "wild  oats"  which  we  flung  far  out 
with  a  lavish  hand.  The  firsl  thought 
was  a  seed  and  the  harvest  is  a  destiny 
to  be  reaped  in  some  future  field  of  ac- 
tion. It  may  be  on  this  side  of  the  door 
we  call  death  or  it  may  lie  on  the  other 
side.  But  remember  this — according  lo 
the  kind  of  seed  we  sow  in  this  present 
seedtime,  so  shall  be  the  harvest  in  au- 
tumn: and  all  the  prayers  that  human 
lips  can  utter  cannot  change  the  charac 
tor  of  the  harvest. 


Young  man!  What  are  you  sowing? 
In  the  fierce  passion  of  impel  nous  youth; 
Hushed  with  the  ecstaoy  of  novel  pleas- 
ures; buoyant  with  the  sun  of  life's 
golden  morning  beaming  full  upon  your 
face — I  know  that  yon  do  not   know. 

No  thought  of  the  kind  of  seed  in  your 
hand  disturbs  your  dream  of  triumph. 
The  wide  prairies  of  life,  with  their 
OOlintleSS  blossoms  and  endless  vistas  of 
hope  and  expectation  and  untried  for- 
tunes stretch  out  before  you.  Fallow 
fields  of  unrealized  ideals,  wherein  you 
shall  walk  and  sow— what?  I  know  thai 
you   do  not   know. 

Here  in  the  beckoning  furrows  of  time 
you  stand  to  face  the  sunrise  of  life,  with 
hot  head  and  surging  pulse,  and  feet 
eagerly  set  toward  the  far  noon:  with 
heart  beating  a  rhythmic  measure  lo  th ■■ 
strange,  new  song  of  first  lov,;;  with  eyes 
bent  upon  the  unfamiliar  faces  of  unse 
looted  companions:  with  hands  out- 
stretched to  clasp  the  false  and  the  true 
alike  in  one  thrilling,  visionary  fellow- 
ship— oh.    boy.    what    are    yon    sowing? 

Father,  trembling  upon  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  and  mother,  crowned  with  a 
chanlel  of  silver,  you  know  the  meaning 
of  this.     You  realize  the  gravity  of  the 


situation.       1    sic    you    with    tearful.    an 
ious    eyes    and    loving    hands,    striving    lo 

help  this  hoy  select  the  good  a I  for  bis 

sowing,  and   may  God   pity   the  hand   thai 
brings    the    lares    lo    this    seedtime. 


•     •     • 


Seedtime   ami    harvest    there   shall    bo 

always;  bill  if  I  could  only  toll  this  boy 
thai  the  seed  he  is  sowing  shall  nol  fail. 
That  there  is  no  possibility  in  the  -pint 

ual  life  that  any  sowing  shall  come  l<> 
mi  light 

"Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not   mockei  ; 

for   whatsoever  a    man   sowi'lh.   that    shad 

In-  also  reap." 

Sow  the  wind.  boy.  and  reap  the  whirl 
wind.  Bui  jusl  as  >ure  as  yoil  casl  yoilT 
seed  upon  the  fields  of  lite,  jusl  thai  sill'. 
will  it  spring  up  and  bear  i'ruit  after  its 
kirn!. 

Whatever  kind  of  seed  you  sow.  God's 
soil  and  rain  ami  sunshine  are  faithful 
lo  bring  thai  seed  to  its  just  and  login 
mair  harvest. 

*     »     *     * 

i  on!  could  not  make  us  to  gather 
grapes  from  thorns  without  breaking  i 
most   beneficent   law. 

Suppose  that  when  you  and  I  sowed 
figS,  we  should  tin.!  thistles  growing  upon 
our  fig  tree?  Would  not  thai  be  ground 
for  just   complaint  ? 

To  sow  righteousness  ami  temperance 
and  charity  and  reap  infamous  charac- 
ter, devilish  habits,  deformed  moral  na- 
ture- we  see  how  terrible  would  hi'  such 
a  break  in  the  law  of  reproduction.  And 
so  I  thank  Cod  that  His  fields  of  spirit- 
ual life  are  faithful  to  bring  forth  after- 
its  kind  all  that  we  sow  therein.  T  thank 
God  that  His  providence  decreed  that 
like  should  produce  like.  That  grapes 
should  always  produce  grapes  and  thorns 
boar  thorns,  and  virtue  bear  virtue,  and 
sin   bear  sin. 

With  this  firm  ground  beneath  our  fee' 
we  ean  defy  evil  to  overwhelm  us.  W<- 
can  build  with  assurance  that  our  labor 
shall  not  be  lost.  We  ean  sow  with  the 
knowledge  that  our  harvest  shall  not  dis- 
appoint  us. 

$     *     *     * 

I  will  cultivate  my  spiritual  -oil  and 
plant  my  pleasant  borders  of  roses  and 
lilies  of  moral  acts  in  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty thai  (bid's  justice  will  return  unto 

me  the  blossoms  and  the  perfume  of  no 
hie  and   exalted    character. 

To  the  man  who  sows  figs  there  is  no 
power  (hat  ean  give  him  Hustles.  To  the 
man  who  sows  righteousness  there  is  no 
condemnation  nor  death.  "Ho  that  sow- 
eth  lo  the  flesh  shall  of  th,'  flesh  reap 
corruption;   but   he   that    soweth    to    tic 

spirit  shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life  everlast- 
ing." 

It  has  boon  said  that  (Jod  cannot  af- 
ford to  damn  a  good  man;  but  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  a  good  man  cannol  be 
da  limed.  There  is  in  his  very  goodness 
that  which  is  the  element  of'  salvation. 
There  is  only  one  tree  in  all  Cod's  uni- 
verse that  bears  death,  and  that  is  the 
tree  of  sin.  The  fruit  of  righteousness 
is    life.      It    is    our    business    to    sow    I  he 

kind  of  seed  that  produces  life.      Wo  i i 

not  worry  about  the  result.  The  Cod  of 
nature  and  the  (bid  of  the  Bible  are 
alike  pledged  to  bring  every  acl  unto 
judgment  and  every  seed  to 'its  rightful 
fruitage. 


Too  Much  Intellect. 
The  dangers   of  the   higher  education 

are   not    often    exposed    so   nakedly    as   In 
(ho    following    letter    from    a     New    En 
gland  mother  to  the  teacher  of  her  pre- 
cious   boy.    which    has    lately    found    its 
way  into  Harper's  Bazaar: 

Dear    Miss:  Please     do     not     push 

Johnnie  too  hard,  for  so  much  of  his 
brnnes  is  intelleck  that  ho  ought  to  be 
held  back  a  good  deal,  or  he  will  run  to 
intelleck  entirely,  an'  I  do  not  deziro  it. 
So  please  hold  him  back  so  as  to  keep 
his  intelleck  from  getting  bigger  than 
his  bodily    an'  injooring  him  for  life. 
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EXPEDITION  STARTS  FOR  SOUTH 
AMERICA. 

Deseret  News. 

Provo,  April  17. — Amid  resounding 
cheers  from  students  and  citizens  of 
Provo  and  oilier  parts  of  the  state,  the 
Brigham  Young  Academy  South  Ameri- 
can exploring  expedition  started  on  its 
memorable  march  at  2  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

A  large  crowd  had  gathered  to  witness 
the  beginning  of  what  it  is  believed  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
exploring  expeditions  of  latter  times. 
Those  who  saw  it  could  not  but  feel  a 
thrill  of  pride  when  the  sturdy  young 
Utahns  gathered  about  preparatory  to 
taking  their  departure.  There  were  many 
a  warm  handshake  and  embrace  and 
many  a  God  speed  benediction  pro- 
nounced upon  them,  while  tears  swelled 
in  the  eyes  and  trickled  down  the  cheeks 
Of  fathers,  mothers,  sisters  and  brothers 
and  sweethearts.  All  seemed  to  realize 
that  the  undertaking  was  a  momentous 
one,  and  that  a  long  time  must  neccssar 
ily  ensue  before  they  could  meet  again. 
How  long  is  not  known,  but  it  is  thought 
that  the  expedition  will  cover  a  period 
of  from  a  year  aud  a  half  to  two  years. 
At    tlie    Academy. 

All  of  the  men  have  been  carefully 
chosen  with  reference  to  the  their  mora! 
and  physical  lives  and  all  now  seem  to 
lie  in  the  very  best  of  health  and 
strength  as  well  as  spirits.  When  they 
entered  the  academy  hall  this  afternoon 
in  their  brown  canvas  uniforms  they  pre- 
sented a  very  natty  appearance  and  were 
given  a  round  of  applause  that  almost 
shook  the  historic  building,  the  institu- 
tion in  whose  name  and  under  whose 
auspices  the  researches  will  be  made. 

The  exercises  at  the  academy  were 
very  impressive  in  their  character.  They 
were  presided  over  by  Prof.  Brimhall, 
who  made  a  few  brief  opening  remarks 
referring  eloquently  to  the  purposes  of 
the  gre.lt  undertaking.  The  academy 
choir  sang  several  beautiful  selections 
under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Lund.  The 
opening  prayer  was  offered  by  Bishop 
Johnson,  of  one  of  the  Mexican  colonies, 
after  which  President  Partridge  spoke 
feelingly  to  all  present.  He  said  that  the 
expedition  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant ever  sent  out  by  the  church,  and  he 
exhorted  the  members  thereof  to  lead  the 
lives  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  order  that 
they  might  receive  the  blessings  that 
they  were  entitled  to. 

Elder  David  John  of  the  Stake  presi- 
dency said  that  the  spirit  of  youth  came 
over  him  again  in  looking  at  the  young 
men  who  were  about  to  undertake  this 
journey,  and  it  made  him  feel  as  though 
he  would  like  to  take  it  with  them,  that 
he,  too.  might  be  able  to  follow  in  the 
footprints  of  the  great  men  of  God  who 
lived  anciently  in  South  America  as  told 
by  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Elder  Stephen  L.  Chipman  endorsed 
what  had  been  said  by  the  other  speak- 
ers and  added  he  was  certain  that  th<? 
expedition  would  perform  a  splendid  mis- 
sion for  mankind.  Miss  Ida  Peterson 
then  sweetly  sang  a  solo  and  Col.  John 


Q.  Cannon  gave  some  practical  advice 
to  the  members  of  the  expedition,  tell- 
ing them  that  they  should  obey  their 
leaders  in  all  things.  If  they  did  this, 
he  was  certain  they  would  succeed  in 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  about 
to  set  out.  Furthermore  he  was  proud 
to  know  that  he  had  a  son  worthy  of 
undertaking  the  trip  with   them. 

President  Wooley  of  the  Kaivab  Stake 
also  offered  a  few  words  of  encourage 
ment,  but  said  that  he  would  meet  the 
boys  later,  when  they  were  about  to  cross 
the  line  into  Arizona.  President  Wool- 
ley  was  followed  by  Hon.  Geo.  M.  Can- 
non, who  felt  certain  that  the  blessings 
of  the  word  would  attend  the  expedition. 

Apostle  Reed  Smoot  was  the  last 
speaker.  He  admonished  the  members 
of  the  expedition  to  lead  pure  lives  and 
to  walk  in  fear  before  the  Lord  and  to 
pray  unto  Him  for  aid.  If  they  did  this 
he  was  certain  that  the  blessings  of  God 
would  accompany  them.  The  benediction 
was  pronounced  by  W.  II.  Duscnberry. 
Fliig-  Presentation. 

A  beautiful  American  flag,  the  handi- 
work of  the  Brigham  Young  Academy 
training  school,  was  presented  to  the  ex- 
pedition and  was  accepted  by  President 
Cluff,  who  said  he  deeply  sensed  the  re- 
sponsibility that  rested  upon  him  and 
appreciated  the  gift  and  the  patriotic  sen- 
timents that  were  back  of  it.  The  flag. 
he  said,  would  be  triumphantly  borne 
wherever  the  party  went,  and  that  it 
would  be  successful  in  all  of  its  efforts. 
He  asked  for  the  faith  and  prayers  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Tlie  Baminet. 

A  banquet  then  followed,  during  which 
the  members  of  the  party  partook  of  as 
sumptuous  a  meal  as  trained  minds  and 
hands  could  provide  for  them.  Tonight 
they  will  be  given  a  similar  reception 
and  banquet  by  the  good  citizens  of 
Spanish  Fork. 

Party's  Personnel. 

The  entire  personnel  of  the  party  is  as 
follows:  President  B.  Cluff.  Provo; 
Prof.  W.  M.  Woolfe.  Provo:  Gordon  S. 
Beckstead,  South  Jordan;  Prof.  J.  B. 
Fairbanks.  Ogden;  W.  S.  Tolton.  Wareri 
Shepherd.  Beaver;  H.  E.  Giles,  Jr.,  Geo. 
6.  Cannon  (son  of  Col.  John  Q.  Cannon). 
Salt  Lake;  Eugene  Roberts,  Provo; 
Masher  Pack.  Kamas:  W.  M.  Hughes. 
Spanish  Fork;  A.  C.  Kienke,  Nephi:  La- 
fayette Rees.  Wales:  Christian  Olsen. 
Ephraim;  Heber  Magleby,  Parley  Nel- 
son, Monroe:  Royal  Woolley,  Knab:  Wil- 
liam R.  Adams,  Joseph  Adams.  Parowan; 
B.  F.  Higgs.  Jr..  Chester  Van  Buren. 
Orangeville;  Soren  Hansen,  Castle  Dale. 


Expedition  Starts  for  South  America. 

Salt  Lake  Herald. 

George  M.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the 
expedition's  executive  committee,  told 
of  the  interest  taken  throughout  the 
state  in  this  enterprise.  "We  can  hardly 
realize  its  importance.  Hundreds  of 
students  in  Utah  are  wishing  they  were 
members  of  this  party.  Where  Cortez 
went  with  the  sword  this  party  of  Saints 


will  go  on  a  mission  of  peace  with   the 
olive  branch." 

Apostle  Smoot  spoke  with  great  feeling 
and  earnestness  of  this  movement,  say- 
ing that  the  work  contemplated  could  lie 
accomplished  only  through  tlie  Spirit  of 
God.  He  admonished  the  boys  to  obey 
the  word  of  wisdom  strictly,  and  prom- 
ised them  rich  blessings  if  they  should 
do  so.  He  charged  the  company  that 
they  are  not  only  representatives  of  the 
academy,  but  of  the  church,  and  many 
great  things  would  be  expected  of  them. 
The  Apostle  closed  by  assuring  the  ex- 
plorers that  they  would  have  the  prayers 
of  the  people,  and  that  if  the  party  does 
its  duty  well  the  17th  of  April  will  be 
one  of  the  greatest  days  of  the  acade- 
my's history. 

President  Cluff,  in  accepting  the  flag, 
said:  "It  will  be  held  in  fond  remem- 
brances, and  our  little  band  will  be  true 
to  the  stars  and  stripes  and  the  cove- 
nants we  have  made  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  fitting  that  the  United 
States  flag,  the  emblem  of  freedom, 
should  be  carried  for  the  first  time 
through  the  old  land  by  a  band  of  Mor- 
mons. I  trust  the  17th  of  April  will 
prove  a  great  day,  and  I  hope  the  acad- 
emy will  not  regret  our  mission." 

President  Partridge,  in  his  talk,  con- 
sidered the  expedition  the  most  impor- 
tant the  church  has  ever  before  sent  out. 
One  of  its  objects  is  to  bring  to  light  ev- 
idences of  the  divine  authenticity  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  "This  party,"  he  said. 
"go  not  to  expand  the  Gospel  particu- 
larly, but  as  explorers,  pioneers,  and  will 
doubtless  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  peo- 
ple if  an  opportunity  presents  itself." 

Flowers  were  presented  to  President 
Cluff  by  a  little  child,  and  the  touching 
incident  moved  many  to  tears. 


Bad  Spelling  a  Disease. 

A  medical  authority  claims  that  bad 
spelling  is  caused  by  a  disease.  In  cer- 
tain conditions  of  brain  and  nerves  the 
patient  frequently  writes  "ot"  ;nstead 
of  "to."  In  another  slightly  varying 
form,  instead  of  "the,"  the  first  letter  is 
omitted,  and  so  on  in  many  other  short 
words.  The  malady  usually  affects  the 
brain  only  in  connection  with  words  of 
one  syllable,  but  cases  have  occurred 
where  longer  words  have  been  so  distort- 
ed that  it  was  difficult  to  get  their 
sense.  It  is  a  question  whether  one 
would  be  comforted  by  being  told  that 
bad  spelling  was  caused  by  mental  dis- 
ease, or  whether  one  would  prefer  to 
have  this  lack  of  accuracy  set  down  to 
ignorance  or  carelessness.  That  it  is 
not  always  a  proof  of  defective  educa- 
tion is  quite  certain. 


